
The SPS system in the EFTA 

States and the relationship to the 

EU;  

Requirements for market access 

in EFTA 

 

Part II 



SPS impediments for trade in (food) products 

of animal origin and of non-animal origin 

• Faults discovered in the exporting country 

– Violation of rules through the food production chain 

– Incorrect procedures, certificates, statements, etc. 

• Faults discovered when the goods arrive in Europe 

– Products of animal origin at BIPs = Border Inspection Posts 

• Product does not meet the requirements (Food safety, 
labelling, identification mark, falsification 

• Incorrect procedures, certificates, statements, etc 

– Products of non-animal origin  

• Non-compliance discovered when arriving to Europe or 
placed on the European market (frozen berries, pistachio 
nuts, sprouts, etc) 



If you do not believe in quality assurance,  

try a scandal! 

• Safeguard measures ruins the reputation of: 

– Establishments 

– Brand names 

– A country 

 





Commission Decision 

2002/994/EC 

• 1. Member states shall prohibit the imports of all products of animal 

origin imported from China.  

• 2. By derogation Member States shall authorise the imports of 

products listed in the Annex to this Decision  

• 3. … accompanied by a declaration of the Chinese competent 

authority  regarding chemical testing (chloramphenicol and 

nitrofuran and its metabolites, etc.) 



http://ec.europa.eu/food/international/trade/index_en.htm 



Food products, etc of animal 

origin 
• Listing of the exporting country 

– The third country must be in the list of approved third countries for that specific category of 

food. An evaluation of the country and its competent authority by Food and Veterinary Office 

(FVO) 

• Model health certificate  

– Use the correct certificate and understand what is certified 

• Listing of establishments 

– Only for food products with requirements in in Annex III to Regulation (EC) No 853/2004: 

– The competent authorities of the third country check the establishment before EU listed as 

approved establishment. Responsible to keep the lists of establishments up to date and 

inform the Commission 

– Lists are found online on the Website of the European Commission.  

• Some other issues 

– Residue monitoring plan (Commission Decision 2011/163/EU).  

– For food products concerned, the third country must have a salmonella control program in 

animal population in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 2160/2003.  

 



http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/chemicalsafety/residues/docs/requirements_non_eu.p

df 



From ’chemical’ safety main 

page 

• Contaminants 

• Residues 

• Pesticide residues 

• Food contact materials 

• Hormones in meat 

• Fraudulent practices 



http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/chemicalsafety/contaminants/fs_contaminants_final_web_en.pdf 



http://ec.europa.eu/food/international/trade/third_en.htm 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/international/trade/third_en.htm


Listing 

• Viet Nam is listed for : 

– Fishery products 

– Live bivalve molluscs (Only frozen or processed bivalve 

molluscs, echinoderms, tunicates and marine gastropods)  

 



List of establishments is needed 

for certain products of animal 

origin 

• Products in Annex III to Reg 853/2004 (food) 

• Animal by-products 

 

 



Annex III to Regulation (EC) No 

853/2004 
• Section I Meat of domestic 

ungulates  

• Section II Meat from poultry and 

lagomorphs 

• Section III Meat of farmed game  

• Section IV Wild game meat  

• Section IV Minced meat, meat 

preparations and mechanically 

separated meat 

• Section VI Meat products  

• Section VII Live bivalve molluscs  

• Section VIII Fishery products  

 

• Section IX Raw milk and dairy 

products  

• Section X Eggs and egg products  

• Section XI Frogs' legs and snails  

• Section XII Rendered animal fats 

and greaves  

• Section XIII Treated stomachs, 

bladders and intestines  

• Section XIV Gelatine 

• Section XV Collagen 



– Food products NOT listed in Annex III to the 

Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 

• List of establishments not needed (example honey) 

– Products without yet established 
– EU list of countries, or 

– model certificate, or 

– list of establishments 

• Each European state decides. Contact the 

Competent Authority of the relevant country  



Product List of eligible third 

countries 

Model health certificate List of establishments in 

third countries 

SECTION I Meat of 

domestic ungulates  
Com Reg 206/2010 

Annex II, Part 1 

Com Reg 206/2010 Annex 

II, Part 2 

Yes 

SECTION II Meat from 

poultry and lagomorphs 
Com Reg 798/2008 

Com Reg 119/2009 

Com Reg 798/2008 

Com Reg 119/2009 

Yes 

SECTION III Meat of 

farmed game  
Com Reg 206/2010 

Annex II, Part 1 

Com Reg 206/2010 Annex 

II, Part 2 

Yes 

SECTION IV Wild game 

meat  
Com Reg 119/2009 Com Reg 119/2009 Yes 

SECTION IV Minced 

meat, meat preparations 

and mechanically separated 

meat 

Com Reg 206/2010 Annex 

II, Part 1 

Com Reg 206/2010 Annex 

II, Part 2 

Yes 

SECTION VI Meat 

products  
CD 777/2007 CD 777/2007 Yes 

SECTION VII Live 

bivalve molluscs  
CD 2006/766 

 

Com Reg 2074/2005 Yes 

SECTION VIII Fishery 

products  
CD 2006/766, 

CD 2011/163/EU  

Com Reg 2074/2005 Yes 

 



Product List of eligible third countries Model health certificate List of establishments in third 

countries 

SECTION IX Raw milk and dairy 

products except colostrum 
Com Reg 605/2010 

Annex I 

Com Reg 605/2010 

Annex II 

Yes  

 

SECTION X Eggs and egg 

products  
Com Reg 798/2008 

Annex I, Part 1 

Com Reg 798/2008 

Annex I, Part 2 

No 

SECTION XI Frogs' legs and snails  CD 2003/812 Com Reg 2074/2005 No 

SECTION XII Rendered animal 

fats and greaves  
CD 777/2007 CD 777/2007 No 

SECTION XIII Treated stomachs, 

bladders and intestines except 

casings 

Yes 

CD 777/2007 

Yes  

CD 777/2007 

No 

 

SECTION XIII Casings CD 2003/779/EC (All 3rd countries)  CD 2003/779/EC 

 

Yes 

SECTION XIV Gelatine  CD 2003/812 Com Reg 2074/2005 Yes 

Raw materials for the production of  

gelatine 
No  Reg 2074/2005/EC No 

SECTION XV Collagen No  Reg 2074/2005/EC 

 

No 

 

Raw materials for the production of  

collagen 
No Reg 2074/2005/EC No 



Honey (Apiculture food 

products ) 
CD 2003/812 Reg 2074/2005 EU list is not required 

 

Products of animal origin not covered by Annex III of Regulation (EC) No 853/2004: 



TRACES  

• TRACES (TRAde Control and Expert System) is a trans-European 

network for veterinary health which notifies, certifies and monitors 

imports, exports and trade in animals and animal products.  

• Economic operators (private sector) and competent authorities all 

over the world can use this web-based network to trace back and 

forth animal and animal product movement 



'TRAde Control and Expert System' 

(TRACES)  

• makes access to the European market easier for Non EU Countries  

• providing the latest consolidated version of health certificates 

• Non EU Countries wanting to export animals or animal products to 

the EU more easily can join TRACES.  

 





http://ec.europa.eu/food/international/trade/guide_thirdcountries2009_en.pdf 



http://ec.europa.eu/food/international/trade/im_cond_fish_en.pd

f 



Some VN relevant issues on fishery 

products 

• Pangasius 
– Various initiatives by European stakeholders 

– Various questions from the European Parliament 

– Listeria in raw Pangasisus, lack of legal basis to reject it since it 
is not ready-to-eat food 

• Parasites in fishery products. 

• Fish sauce  



Fish sauce 

• Codex Alimentarius standard for fish sauce (CODEX 
STAN 302-2011) 

• Amendment of the EU legislation regarding histamine 

(Reg 2073/2005/EC) Max 400 mg histamine/kg 





http://ec.europa.eu/food/international/trade/facsheet_poultry_poultry_products_v3.

pdf 

 



http://ec.europa.eu/food/international/trade/im_cond_meat_en.pdf 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/international/trade/im_cond_meat_en.pdf


Products of non-animal origin  

• Fruits  

• Vegetables,  

• Coffee,  

• Pepper,  

• Cashew nuts 

• …; 

 

 

 



Emerging risks in feed and food 

of non-animal origin  

– Microbiological hazards  

• Frozen berries (Hepatitis A and Norovirus),  

• Sprouts (EHEC),  

• etc,  

– Chemical hazards 

 



Food of non-animal origin 

• For imported foodstuffs, the country of origin is 

responsible for compliance with EU legislation,  

• The EU’s control and response procedures are based on 

a process of random checks undertaken by Member 

States 

– by import 

– In the market 

• If a risk is identified, appropriate measures are rapidly 

taken 



http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/controls/increased_checks/index_en.htm 

 





Regulation (EC) No 669/2009 
• Member States to step up controls on certain imports of 

products listed in Annex 1) 

– 100% document checks  

– physical checks, including laboratory analysis, at a frequency 

related to the risk identified 

• Based on:  

– Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed (RASFF) 

– reports from the Food and Veterinary Office (FVO),  

– Member States and Third Countries. 

• Designated Points of Entry (DPEs) 

 







http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/chemicalsafety/fraudulent/index_en.htm 



http://exporthelp.europa.eu/thdapp/display.htm?page=rt/rt_Coffee.html&docType=main&languageId

=EN 



http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2011/december/tradoc_148431.pdf 

 



CD 2007/275: Annex II:  no check at 

BIPs 

• Biscuits 

• Bread 

• Cakes 

• Chocolate 

• Confectionery (including sweets) 

• Unfilled gelatine capsules 

• Food supplements packaged for 

the final consumer, containing 

small amounts of animal product, 

and those including glucosamine, 

chondroitin, or chitosan. 

 

• Meat extracts and meat 

concentrates. 

• Olives stuffed with fish. 

• Pasta and noodles not mixed or 

filled with meat product. 

• Soup stocks and flavourings 

packaged for the final consumer, 

containing meat extracts, meat 

concentrates, animal fats, or fish 

oils, powders or extracts. 

 

 



Imports of composite products:  

plant products and processed products of animal origin 

Amount processed 

product  

of animal origin: 

Not shelf stable 

products 

Shelf stable products 

Containing 50 % or 

more 

All via BIPs All via BIPs 

Containing less than 

50 % 

 

Meat and milk products  

via BIPs 

Others not via BIP 

Meat products via BIPs 

Others not via BIP 

(Milk products must 

come from listed 

countries) 

• All composite products must come from countries with approved residue plan (CD 
2011/163/EU) 

• All milk products in composite products have to come from listed third countries 

• If via BIP: Certificate in Reg 28/2012/EU 

 



http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/rapidalert/index_en.ht

m 

 



Rapid Alert System for  

Food and Feed (RASFF) 
• European Commission,  

• European Food Safety Authority,  

• EFTA Surveillance Authority  

• National level in member countries 

 

• For third countries:  

– RASFF Portal – online searchable database 

(http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/rapidalert/rasff_portal_database_en.

htm) 




